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fliCTios IL— THE PRIESTHOOD. 

We must bere requote a few sentences from page fifth of 
remarkable yisions, by Orson Pratt, and about &e middle 
of the page, we have the following things ostensibly declared, 
by divine authority, to Joseph Smith. ''This is the sign: 
when these things b^;in to be known, that is, when it ia 
Imown that the Lord has shown these things, the workers 
of iniquity will seek your overthrow. They will circulate 
falsehoods to destroy your reputation, and also will seek to 
take your Ufe; but remember this, if you are faithful and 
shall hereafter continue to keep the commandments of the 
Lord, you shall be preserved to bring these things forth ; 
for in due time he will give you a commandment to come 
and take them. When they are interpreted^ the Lord wiU 
gioe the holy prieethood to seme, and they shaU begin to prochm 
this gospel and baptize bywater^ and after that they shall have 
power to give the Holy Ohost by the laying on o/^keir hands/* 
Here then is the theory of the Priesliiood, according to 
Mormonism. From the functions of the Priesthood, as here 
described, it is evident that this office is intended to mean 
nothing more than the primitive apostolio office. This is 
ridiculous enough, but we pass it by, it is no worse, as a 
xnatter of sheer ignorance, than the assumption of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the Church of England. 

It is a matter of indiffierence, in one point of view, whether 
the Smithites claim the Aaronic or Melchisedec piiesthood, 
either being incompatible with the office of a Sf inister of 
Christ by whose unchanging priesthood, all other priesthood^ 
the Apostle Paul assures us, on the authority of God's word 
and oath, is superseded] The Levitical priesthood was only 
typical, and, g£ course, like evexy thing of that kind im- 
perfect, and therefore principally pointing to that which 
should coine, and by the appearance of whidi the ^pe itself 
pould no longer have a necessary eadstenoe. Thus the 
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ft much commoner thing, under the Mormon dispensation, 
both of access and abandonment, than it was in the first age 
of Christianity I From the whole it appears that the apostoUc 
office being rounded upon the most gratuitous assumptions, 
*-«s how could it be anything else? we are boimd to con* 
elude that Mcmnonites, particularly the Apostles and other 
dignitaries, are a gang of the most scandalous impostors that 
ever infested any country. Of course, we shall substantiate 
all we affirm before we have done with them. We may 
therefore mention in passing that they have been expelled 
from their two great settlements in America, Missouri, and 
Illinois, (where the Temple of Nauvoo stands,) because of 
their base and thierish propensities! We shall give a his* 
tory of their gpood deeds for which they were expeUed by 
and by. 
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dscnov 4.— bA^TISM FdR REBtlSStON OF Sn^S. 



We now oome to the fourth point which we propose to 
notice,— Bophim^ the Remission of Sins 

Id the Manifesto issued by Messrs. Goidon and Toone it 
is stated, — ^'Thiid — ^Man is required to be baptized by im- 
mersion in water, in the name of Jesus Chxiat, for remitsioH 
ofm*^ and to receiTe the Holy Spirit by the laying on of 
Uie hands of the apostles and elders of this last dispensation 
of mercy to man.** Before commenting on tlus paragraph 
we shall just introduce the discussion by citing the first and 
Second in this series i-^**f^ir8t—mao is requii^ to believe 
in Jesus Christ as a crucified and risen Messiah* Second 
— ^Man is required to lepent and forsake sin, and lead a new 
life of righteousness and truth.** We may just inform the 
Mormonites that it was not necessary fo" them to take these 
doctrines out of the New Testament, and to retura them to 
us among their lit^, except it was to set them off, as they 
are certainly nut likely to recommend themselves alone. 
We do noiy of course, object to the doctrines of Christianity 
which the Mormonites have taken from the New Testament, 
in order to give a colouring to the falsehoods which make 
up their system. Against these two principles, therefore, 
we can have nothing to say, (that ''First man is required to 
believe in Jesus Christ as a crucified and risen Messiah. 
Second— -man is required to repent and forsake sin, and lead 
a new life of righteousness and truth,)" we only wish tl^e 
Mormonites would believe them, and then we should hear 
no more of the imposture of Mormonism! 

Baptism for remission of sins has this condition, it is to 
be, say the Mormons, ''by immersion!** But we find, from 
Onon Pratt, that it has another ymy important one— we 
quote his language: 



